Preface

Shweta Akolkar, Amber Galvano, AKkil Ismael,
Kang Franco Liu, and Line Mikkelsen

We respectfully acknowledge that UC Berkeley and the surrounding communities are built on the un-
ceded ancestral land of the Ohlone people.

The 42nd West Coast Conference on Formal Linguistics (WCCFL 42) was hosted by the Department
of Linguistics at the University of California, Berkeley, from April 12 to 14,2024. The conference included
presentations of 34 papers and 29 posters, selected from a total of 287 abstracts. There were also four
plenary talks, given by Maria Kouneli, Will Oxford, Sharon Rose, and Yimei Xiang.

We would like to thank the WCCFL 42 presenters and attendees, whose valuable contributions made for
an intellectually enriching conference. We are especially grateful to the WCCFL 42 Organizing Committee—
Shweta Akolkar, Johnny Morales Arellano, Amy Rose Deal, Amber Galvano, Akil Ismael, Rebecca Jarvis,
Peter Jenks, Darya Kavitskaya, Kang Franco Liu, Susan Luong, Anna Macknick, Line Mikkelsen, La
Tasha Mulder, Katherine Russell, and Hannah Sande—for their dedication in planning and managing
nearly every aspect of the conference. Their efforts encompassed overseeing the review process, budget,
registration, scheduling, venue logistics, and catering. In addition, we appreciate the 268 reviewers whose
expertise helped shape an outstanding program, as well as the session chairs who ensured the conference
ran smoothly and on time. We are also grateful to the UC Berkeley Department of Linguistics—its under-
graduate and graduate students, faculty, and staff—who generously volunteered their time to assist with
day-of logistics, including registration, attendee guidance, setup, and technical support. Finally, we extend
our sincere appreciation to the administrative staff, the custodial staff, and the facilities team, whose hard
work behind the scenes made this event possible.

We gratefully acknowledge the financial support of the following institutions: the UC Berkeley Center
for African Studies (partially funded by a grant from the U.S. Department of Education), the Townsend
Center for the Humanities, the UC Berkeley Canadian Studies Program, the UC Berkeley Division of
Social Sciences, and the UC Berkeley Department of Linguistics.

At the end of this volume are five papers presented at WCCFL 39 and submitted on time for that
proceedings, but inadvertently not forwarded for publication. We are glad to include them here so they
can be published in a WCCFL proceedings, albeit later than intended.
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