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This volume is the capstone to a larger project, the workshop entitled the Mind-Context Divide:
Language Acquisition and Interfaces of Cognitive-Linguistic Modules, which was held at the
University of Towa on April 30" to May 2™ 2009. Scholars representing 15 countries traveled to Iowa
City to present their work related to acquisition of properties at the interfaces. Selected from more
than 85 abstract submissions, 16 selected papers and 20 posters were presented. Presentations focused
on typical child L1, child bilingualism, child L2 and adult L2 acquisition targeting many world
languages such as American Sign Language, Brazilian Sign Language, Chinese, Dutch, French, Italian,
Japanese, Korean, Spanish, Turkish, Portuguese, and Russian, among others. The workshop featured a
keynote lecture by Lydia White (McGill University) and plenary addresses by Jirgen Bohnemeyer
(SUNY Buffalo), Alison Gabriele (University of Kansas), Andrea Gualmini (Utrecht University),
Silvina Montrul (University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign), Bonnie Schwartz (University of Hawaii)
and Maria Luisa Zubizarreta (USC).

The final day of the conference ended with a fruitful panel discussion, focusing on the following
questions/issues related to the contemporary study of acquisition of properties at interfaces:

1) Do children have conceptual deficits? Or do they have mapping problems? Do input (construction)
frequency or variability play a role?

2) Differential difficulty of morphemes, processes, constructions?

3) Lesser processing resources? What cognitive extralinguistic tests corroborate this claim? What do
we mean when we say processing resources?

4) Internal-external interface dichotomy?

We would like to thank many entities at the University of lowa for their generous financial and moral
support. We are extremely grateful for an International Programs major projects grant awarded to
Jason Rothman and Roumyana Slabakova, as well as additional support from the College of Liberal
Arts and Sciences, the office for the Vice President for Research, the Graduate College and the
DELTA center at the University of lowa. We are thankful for the support provided by the SLA PhD
program (FLARE), the departments of Linguistics and Spanish and Portuguese. We dedicate this
volume to the Stanley family, without whose genuine interest in promoting international relations and
philanthropic support to the University of lowa this workshop (and many more similar projects) would
be impossible. Thanks to them for supporting our work over the past years.
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