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 We are extremely pleased to have had the opportunity to host the 8th Hispanic Linguistics 
Symposium and the 7th Conference on the Acquisition of Spanish and Portuguese as First and Second 
Languages and to continue what has become a strong annual tradition and celebration of scholarly 
activity in Hispanic Linguistics. The advent of these two conferences in the mid-to-late 1990s had a 
dramatic impact on the presentation and dissemination of research on Hispanic Linguistics in North 
America. Prior to these conferences, papers on Hispanic Linguistics were presented at conferences on 
general linguistics and Romance linguistics, but many quality papers on specific languages had to be 
left out. As the quantity of research on Hispanic Linguistics continued to grow, the need for a venue 
for presentation of this research became more and more evident. While these two conferences have 
been hosted together several times now and are hard to imagine as separate, they began as separate 
conferences. In light of their separate histories that are now somewhat masked by their joint nature, 
and also in light of an impending official merger of these two conferences into one, we wanted to 
record here a brief history of the Hispanic Linguistic Symposium and the Conference on the 
Acquisition of Spanish and Portuguese as First and Second Languages. 
 The Conference on the Acquisition of Spanish and Portuguese as First and Second Languages 
began in 1995 when it was hosted for the first time by Pennsylvania State University. This conference 
became a biennial conference, with the second conference being hosted in 1997 by McGill University. 
Also in 1997, the Hispanic Linguistics Symposium began, though in a format very different from the 
conference we know today. Miami University (Ohio) hosted the first Hispanic Linguistics Symposium, 
but it was a small regional meeting of linguists from the Midwest, and participation was by invitation 
only. The second Hispanic Linguistics symposium was hosted the following year by The Ohio State 
University, and while participation in the symposium remained by invitation only, it was a national 
conference rather than a regional one. In 1999 Georgetown University hosted the third edition of both 
the Conference on the Acquisition of Spanish and Portuguese as First and Second Languages and the 
Hispanic Linguistics Symposium, and it was at this time that the Hispanic Linguistics Symposium was 
opened to all through a call for papers. While the two conferences were hosted together, they were still 
quite separate at this point, and each continued on its own schedule: the Hispanic Linguistics 
Symposium continued to be an annual meeting while the Conference on the Acquisition of Spanish 
and Portuguese as First and Second Languages continued to meet biannually. The Hispanic Linguistics 
Symposium was hosted by Indiana University in 2000, and in 2001 both conferences were hosted by 
the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. It was at the business meeting in Urbana-Champaign 
that the decision was made that the Conference on the Acquisition of Spanish and Portuguese as First 
and Second Languages would become an annual meeting and that, whenever possible, the two 
conferences would be jointly hosted. Every year since 2001, this has been the case. The conferences 
were hosted by the University of Iowa in 2002, the University of New Mexico in 2003, and by us at 
the University of Minnesota in 2004. As we write this introduction, the 2005 editions of these 
conferences have just been completed and were hosted by Pennsylvania State University, marking the 
tenth anniversary of the original Conference on the Acquisition of Spanish and Portuguese as First and 
Second Languages, which they hosted in 1995. As these two conferences have been hosted together 
six times, including in five consecutive years, they have clearly become one large meeting for much of 
the Hispanic Linguistics community in North America, with participation from other continents as 
well. In recognition of the fact that these two conferences are no longer in practice separate events, a 
name change is planned to take place in 2006, when the 2006 Hispanic Linguistics Symposium, 
including the areas of linguistics covered by both of the once separate conferences, will be hosted by 
the University of Western Ontario. 
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 Over the years, institutional support for these conferences has been crucial and no less so in 2004 
when they were hosted at the University of Minnesota. We are especially indebted for the financial 
support of the Spanish government through the Program for Cultural Cooperation between the Spanish 
Ministry of Education, Culture and Sports and United States Universities, and the Instituto Cervantes-
Chicago and Madrid. We are also grateful for the financial and organizational support of several 
University of Minnesota offices and programs, including the Department of Spanish and Portuguese 
Studies, the College of Liberal Arts, the Humanities Institute, the European Studies Consortium 
through a Title VI Grant from the U.S. Department of Education, the Academic Initiative of the 
University of Minnesota in Partnership with Coca-Cola®, the Center for Advanced Research on 
Language Acquisition, the Institute of Linguistics, English as a Second Language, and Slavic 
Languages and Literatures, and the Department of Curriculum and Instruction. We also appreciate the 
support of the Minnesota Chapter of the American Association of Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese. 
 The following colleagues gave of their time and expertise in reviewing abstracts and manuscripts: 
Martha Bigelow, Travis Bradley, Joyce Bruhn de Garavito, José Camacho, Richard Cameron, Ana 
Maria Carvalho, Holly Cashman, Clancy Clements, Andrew Cohen, Sonia Colina, Joseph Collentine, 
Mark Davies, Manuel Díaz-Campos, Domnita Dumitrescu, Steven Dworkin, David Eddington, Ray 
Elliott, Anna María Escobar, Andrew Farley, César Félix-Brasdefer, Diana Frantzen, Carmen García, 
Kimberly Geeslin, John Grinstead, Jorge Guitart, Jeanette Gundel, Shaw Gynan, Eric Holt, José 
Ignacio Hualde, Betsy Kerr, Kathryn Kohnert, Dale Koike, Barbara Lafford, James Lee, Ronald Leow, 
Anthony Lewis, John Lipski, Judith Liskin-Gasparro, Gillian Lord, Patricia Lunn, Andrew Lynch, 
Enrique Mallén, Fernando Martínez-Gil, Silvina Montrul, Regina Morin, Rafael Núñez-Cedeño, 
Francisco Ocampo, Antxon Olarrea, Ricardo Otheguy, Ana Teresa Pérez-Leroux, David Pharies, 
Carlos Eduardo Piñeros, Pilar Prieto, Diane Ringer Uber, Joel Rini, Ana Roca, Iggy Roca, Nuria 
Sagarra, Rafael Salaberry, Liliana Sánchez, Teresa Satterfield, Armin Schwegler, Scott Schwenter, 
Gláucia Silva, Carmen Silva-Corvalán, Luis Silva-Villar, Antônio Simões, Elaine Tarone, Jacqueline 
Toribio, Esther Torrego, Rena Torres-Cacoullos, Paul Toth, Catherine Travis, Bill VanPatten, Dieter 
Wanner, Lydia White, Erik Willis, Karen Zagona, and María Luisa Zubizarreta. 
 We are grateful to our colleagues at the University of Minnesota who served on the conference 
organizing committees: Martha Bigelow, Andrew Cohen, Jeanette Gundel, Betsy Kerr, Kathryn 
Kohnert, Francisco Ocampo, and Elaine Tarone. Special thanks are due to the members of the 
department office staff: Brooke Owen, Susan Halverson, Ramona French, Dijana Andic, Sairey
Gernes, Cindy Kovach, and Eliza Priest. In addition, many of our graduate students contributed their 
time and talents in organizing and administering the conference. We express our gratitude to Scott 
Alvord, Luisa Bejarano, Braddon Dennison, Mandy Fleming, Marisol Galicia, Tania Gómez, Sandra 
Manzón, María Paula Pontiroli, Deyanira Rojas-Sosa, Rachel Shively, Daniel Tight, Elena Zak as well 
as to one of our Teaching Specialists, Andrew Wiesinger. We also wish to thank Fernando Ordóñez 
who provided his time and expertise in designing the conference web page.  
 Finally, we would like to acknowledge and express our profound gratitude to Daniel Tight for his 
outstanding editorial assistance in preparing the manuscript. We are also grateful to Michael Bernstein 
of Cascadilla Press for his continued support of the conferences. 
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