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This collection is the outcome of the 7th biannual conference on Generative Approaches to
Second Language Acquisition (GASLA), which took place at Indiana University, Bloomington, April
15-18, 2004, and was organized by Laurent Dekydtspotter and Rex Sprouse.

The conference featured a publication workshop represented by the editbesmgafage
Acquisition, Language Learning, Second Language ResgarchSecond LanguageProf. Roger
Hawkins from University of Essex, Prof. Aafke Hulk from University of Amsterdam, and Prof. Donna
Lardiere from Georgetown University delivered invited lectures at the conference. The conference
included a total of 30 talks as well as 11 poster presentations, which provided broad coverage of
current issues in second-language (L2) acquisition. Sessions addressed a range of empirical issues ol
L2 systems, including anaphoric relations, argument structure, ambiguity resolution in L2 sentence
processing, L2 phonology and morphological acquisition, and acquisition of semantic and
morphosyntactic properties. Topics discussed included the questions of the initial state of L2
acquisition, the nature of grammars acquired by adults, and differences and similarities between
simultaneous and sequential bilingualism in children. These concerns are reflected in the papers in the
present volume.

GASLA 7 benefited from support provided by several departments at Indiana University: the
technical support of J. Durbin and Andrew Mills provided by the Department of Germanic Studies,
Isabel Piedmont’s administrative assistance provided by the Department of French and Italian, and
logistical help from TESOL and Applied Linguistics. GASLA 7 was made possible through the
financial support provided by the Margaret Barr-Koon Fund, administered by the Department of
French and Italian, and by the College of Arts and Science, through the College Arts and Humanities
Institute. Our thanks go out to the abstract reviewers: John Archibald, Robert Bley-Vroman, Julia
Herschensohn, Alan Juffs, Kazue Kanno, Juana Liceras, Gita Martohardjono, Silvina Montrul,
Philippe Prévost, Bonnie D. Schwartz, Roumyana Slabakova, Antonella Sorace, Martha Young-
Scholten and Lydia White.

Finally, we would like to express our gratitude to Prof. Bill Rasch, Chair of Germanic Studies, and
Prof. Andrea Ciccarelli, Chair of French and Italian. We also thank the graduate student volunteers
who presided over sessions and completed seemingly endless tasks: Kimberly Swanson, Tamara
Lindner, Shannon Rundel, Jon Hathorn, Amanda Edmonds, Ock Kim, Bryan Donaldson, Rebecca
Petrush, Daniel Woolsey, Irma Alarcon and Audrey Liljestrand. We offer special thanks to Lori
Dekydtspotter whose expert advice on every aspect of campus logistics and simple hard work made the
conference run smoothly and enjoyably, and to baby Chloé for non-verbally agreeing to be carried
around in so many different arms without a fuss.
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